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History of Assessment & Accountability

 2002 No Child Left Behind:  100% of students will be 
proficient in both ELA and Math (Year 2015) 

 AYP - Annual Yearly Progress: (Approx. 2002-2006) 

 CPI -  Composite Performance Index: Multiple Factors 
calculated into a percentage.  (Approx. 2007-2010) 

 SGP - Student Growth Percentiles:  2011 baseline data points 
for ELA / Math for all schools (6-Year targets developed) 

 All Schools Baseline Data 2011:  The DESE set a six year target 
base on Student Growth Percentile to reach the 6-year target 

 2015 - NCLB replaced by Every Student Succeeds Act:  College 
& Career Readiness / 21st Century Learning (2017-2018) 

2017 - Next Generation MCAS new assessment
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
Brief Overview
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Updated version of the nearly 20-year-old MCAS assessment  

Focuses on students’ critical thinking abilities, application of knowledge, and 
ability to make connections between reading and writing 

Gives a clearer signal of readiness for the next grade level or college and career  

Designed to be given on a computer (though paper versions remain available) 

First given in spring 2017 in grades 3-8 in English language arts and math 

Last spring 2019 the (legacy) MCAS test was replaced by the Next Generation MCAS 
exam in Grade 10. 

What is the Next-Generation MCAS?
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Next-Generation MCAS: 
• English language arts and math, grades 3-10 
•Science, Technology and Engineering in grades 5 and 8 (Combo) 

Field Tests (pilot) of Next Generation MCAS 2019:  
•High School Biology & Introduction to Physics field testing 

What will scores look like: 
•Achievement levels Parent report 
•Aggregate results for schools, districts, and the state 

Scores were Released This Fall
 for The Spring 2019 Exams
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Parent / Guardian Report Sample
Achievement 

Level
510

School
District
State
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Student 
Growth 

Percentile



Legacy Reporting vs. Next Generation Reporting
Legacy 
MCAS

Language

Next 
Generation

MCAS
Language
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Scores of:
440-469

Scores of:
470-499

Scores of:
500-529

Scores of:
530-560

Past Scores:
260-280

Past Scores:
240-258

Past Scores:
220-238

Past Scores:
200-218



Statewide Results for Grades 3-8 ELA & Math
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Achievement Level
ELA Students in MA

500.5 Score

Achievement Level
Math Students in MA

498.4 Score



In general, the new standards for Meeting Expectations are more rigorous than the 
standards for reaching the Proficient level on the legacy MCAS 

Massachusetts educators set the new standards to help signal students’ 
readiness for the next grade level. 

Look closely at where your child’s score falls within the Partially Meeting 
Expectations category. If it isn’t close to Meeting Expectations, talk with your child’s 
teacher about how you can work together to help your child catch up. 

Spring 2017 was a baseline year for the new test in grades 3-8, and spring 2019 was 
the Next Generation test for high school students in grade 10 -  scores should not be 
compared to previous years’ scores (legacy) because they are different exams. 

Why Did My Child Score Proficient on the Older MCAS 
but Only Partially Meeting Expectations This Year?
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Scores can identify areas where students need academic support, but 
scores can also reflect non-academic barriers to learning. 

DESE and districts continue to work together to: 
•teach with poverty in mind 
•build cultural competency 
•address disproportionate and excessive student suspensions  
•support homeless students 
•make schools safe for vulnerable students such as LGBTQ students, recent 

immigrants, and others. 

DESE - Looking Beyond the Scores
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NEW	DESE	Accountability System:
What is the accountability system?	
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NEW	DESE	Accountability System:
How are school Classified?	
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NEW	DESE	Accountability System:

An	accountability	system	measures	school	and	district	performance.	It	helps	schools	improve	
the	performance	of	all	students,	and	helps	communities	and	the	state	decide	how	to	allocate	
resources.	Accountability	results	answer	two	questions:	How	is	the	school	doing?	and	What	
kind	of	support	does	the	school	need?	
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2018 2019

Bresnahan Elementary School Focused Targeted 
Support

99% Meeting or Exceeding Targets 

• Not requiring assistance or intervention 
• Meeting or Exceeding Targets

Molin Intermediate School Partially Meeting 
Targets 

99% Substantial Progress Toward Targets 

• Not requiring assistance or intervention 
• Substantial progress toward targets 

Nock Middle School Partially Meeting 
Targets 

43% - Moderate progress toward targets 

• Not requiring assistance or intervention 
• Moderate progress toward targets 

Newburyport High School Meeting Targets
72% Substantial progress toward target 

• Not requiring assistance or intervention 
• Substantial progress toward target 

Overall District Partially Meeting 
Targets 

59% Substantial Progress Toward Targets 

• Not requiring assistance or intervention 
• Substantial progress toward targets 



DISTRICT MCAS  
ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN SUMMARY
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MCAS ASSESSMENT ELA GRADES 3-8 BREAKDOWN 
Next Generation MCAS Results Spring 2019

15

Average ELA Scale Score (gr. 3-8)= 504.3  
NPS Above State Average



MCAS ASSESSMENT MATH GRADES 3-8 BREAKDOWN 
Next Generation MCAS Results Spring 2019
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Average Math Scale Score (gr. 3-8)= 502 
NPS Above State Average



MCAS ASSESSMENT SCIENCE GRADES 3-8 BREAKDOWN 
Next Generation MCAS Results Spring 2019
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Average Math Scale Score (gr. 5-8)= 502.9 
NPS Above State Average



MCAS ASSESSMENT ELA GRADE 10 BREAKDOWN 
Next Generation MCAS Results Spring 2019
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Average ELA Scale Score (gr. 10)= 517.9  
NPS Above State Average



MCAS ASSESSMENT MATH GRADE 10 BREAKDOWN 
Next Generation MCAS Results Spring 2019
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Average ELA Scale Score (gr. 10)= 515.2  
NPS Above State Average



SAMPLE ELA - NHS NEXT GEN. MCAS ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN
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ELA Grade 10 = Next Gen. MCAS Exam All-Students

Students with Disabilities Economically Disadvantaged 

School DistrictSchool District

29% of the 17 Students = 5 students 11% of the 19 Students = 2 students



SAMPLE ELA - NOCK MCAS ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN (GR.8)
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2019- Students 
with Disabilities 

2019 Economically
Disadvantaged 

Students

28% of the 25 Students = 7 students 27% of the 25 Students = 4 students
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MCAS Confidential 
Report Names

Achievement Analysis - District / School

Achievement Analysis - Student Level

Curriculum Analysis

Growth  Analysis

Item Analysis



Legacy Version: Detailed Data Analysis Example

Question 4

Question 9

Area of Focus

Area of Focus

23



"Alone we can do so little;                      
together we can do so much." – Helen Keller 


