Jan 12— Early Release 10:45 am
Jan 16— MLK, Jr. Birthday No School
Jan 17— Anti Bullying/Cyber Speaker
6:30 pm Auditorium
Jan 18— Camp Kieve Parent Mtg
6:30 pm Library
Jan 20— 2nd Trimester Interims
Jan 24— Bradford Ski Week #4
Jan 25— School Council Mtg
2:15 pm
Jan 31— Bradford Ski Week #5
Feb 2 Early Release 10:45 am
Feb 3-NO LATE BUS
Feb 7- Bradford Ski Week #6
Feb 14— Coffee w/ Principal
8:30 —9:30 am
Feb 20— 24 Winter Break
Feb 29— School Council 2:15 pm
March 1- Early Release 10:45 am
March 8-NO LATE BUS
March 9- Grades Close
March 13— PTO Mtg 7:00 pm
March 16— 2nd Trimester Report
Cards
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by Peter B. Holtz, Assistant Principal

“What will you remember most about
winter break this year?” | thought this
a fair question to ask my 7" grade twin
daughters, as we drove to school for
the first school day of the 2012 calen-
dar year. Was it getting together with
family at Christmas, the trip to CT to
see my parents, perhaps the evening
at the Museum of Science with a
friend from school? “Huh? My iPod
Touch,” replied one of my urchins.
The only answer | got from the other
was the sound of Angry Birds from the
back seat.

Considering how much time | spent in
front of a computer screen over the
holidays - downloading and installing
software, setting up accounts, backing
up and “migrating” data - | should not
have been surprised by their answers.
The addition of two iPods - thanks,
gramma - and a new laptop for the
family means we now have twice as
many Internet-capable devices in our
house as members of the family. We
have only two televisions, which is
less than the national average of 2.24
TVs per household, according to one
website | found, but we have eight
screens on which | could have
“googled” that information.

There are certainly benefits to having
all these digital devices at our dispos-
al. My girls have not been asking to
borrow my iPhone as much, for in-
stance, and | aimost always have
access to a computer when | want
one. Working out the details of our
busy lives — leaving instructions for the
sitter, coordinating pick-up times with
my wife, picking up groceries — no
longer requires that we are in the
same place at the same times, since a
text message or two gets the job done.
If I send, “I'm at the store - do we need
anything?” a reply of “milk, OJ, juice
boxes” is all I need. From the stand-
point of getting information from one
source to another, we are connected
all the time!

Connected. Is that really the case?
Connecting to each other digitally is
not the same as connecting on a

personal level. The information one
gets from a texted conversation just

isn't the same as from a spoken one.
Even a quick phone call usually begins
with some sort of greeting — “How are
you?” or “How was your day?” — and
ends with a farewell — “Have a good
one!” or “l love you.” An email, by
comparison, may have a greeting and
a closing (perhaps a “with love”), but
even the most eloquent text loses the
emotion and nuance that a voice can
communicate. The irony is that the
very same technology that makes it so
easy to connect with others can actu-
ally hinder us from communicating in
ways that makes us feel connected. If
| had a free GB on my data plan for
every time I've had to repeat myself to
one of my family members sitting in
the same room, because she was
focused on a screen instead of our
conversation, then my phone provider
would owe me at the end of each
month. And while my wife and | may
be in sync logistically, thanks to our
smartphones, that doesn't mean we
are on the same page in all ways. If
we don't have to talk to each other
about what we need from the grocery
store, or whom is going to pick up the
girls from their lessons, what other
conversations do we forgo over the
course of the day?

Based on how quickly my own children
figure out how to use any new gadget
they get their hands on, | sometimes
wonder if kids today are wired differ-
ently. Somehow, when it comes to
tech, they just “get it.” For all their skill
in using the latest wireless device to
make connections, however, they are
no more skilled at turning these con-
nections into relationships than we
were at their age. With so many ways
to “talk” to others without ever seeing
them, the ease of such communication
may even interfere with their social
development. In an age where a 13
year old with a FaceBook account can
count hundreds of people his “friends”
and boast of thousands of followers on
Twitter, there is little incentive for him
to meet his peers face to face and risk
rejection. The ease by which kids
make “friends” online is in sharp con-
trast to the difficulty of building good
relationships in the ever-changing and
often confusing social arena they face

at school. Our students often make
comments to each from behind the
safety of a computer monitor or screen
that they would never say to another in
person face to face, hardly a workable
strategy for learning friendship. A col-
league told me recently of a research
study that found that participants took
more pleasure in patting a cat for 10
minutes than engaging in a 30 minute
“chat” online. There is something to be
said for personal contact with another,
even one much smaller and furrier than
ourselves.

Here at Nock, we strive to provide a
safe and engaging environment for
students to build personal relationships,
with their teachers and their peers, at
the same time we teach them how to
harness available technology for learn-
ing. Many teachers invite students to
use all available technology in the ser-
vice of learning, but it is the social and
collaborative nature of learning that
makes our classrooms hum. Kids learn
from each other. That's one reason we
ask students to lock their cell phones
and iPods in their lockers for the day as
soon as they arrive to school.

For most of us, immersed in our tech-
nology as we are, there’s no going back
to a time when we aren’t plugged in.
Rather, we must all learn to manage our
connections, both digital and personal,
a little better. Our electronic devices
help us connect with others on only the
most basic level; it is our ability to en-
gage on a personal level, as one human
to another, that determines which con-
nections grow into relationships that
make us feel connected.

The start of a new calendar year is
always a good time to reflect upon the
past as one looks to the future. For my
part, 2012 is going to be the year of
relationships. | will continue to connect
with people through technology, but
whenever | have an opportunity to
connect in person, and build upon the
relationships that make me feel con-
nected, | will turn my tech off. And if |
can't pry them away from
their screens, | can always
pat my cat.
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Nock students enter the
building at this time.

* According
to our Mid-
dle Unmud-
dle Student
Handbook,
students who
have in
access of
three (3)
unexcused
tardies per
trimester will

be assigned a
detention for
each subse-
quent tady.”
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDA
1 2 3 4
Community Mtg #5 Early Release
10:45 No Late Bus
Faculty Meeting 2:15

Day 5 Day 6 Day 1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Building Leadership NYS Girl's Night
Meeting 2:15 Bradford Ski #6 Mentor/Mentee Out 7:00 pm
2:15

Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Coffee with the
Clipper Go Team 2:15 Principal Faculty Meeting 2:15
8:30-9:30 am

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
President’s Day
No School
26 27 28 29 I
Building Leadership Meet School Improvement Cour| <
ing 2:15 cil 2:15 =3
Day 6 Day 1 Day 2 A 4
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