January 2, 2007

Re:
Rupert A. Nock Middle School Courtyard Project


Newburyport, Massachusetts   

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On behalf of the congressionally designated Essex National Heritage Commission, I write to express our enthusiastic support for the Rupert A. Nock Middle School Courtyard Project. The school and school system’s desire to preserve and promote the community’s heritage through interdisciplinary experiential learning is commendable and wise.

Innovative in its purpose, design, and implementation, the courtyard project resonates with the historical, cultural, and natural resource themes that led to Essex County being declared a national heritage area by the U.S. Congress in 1996. While much of Newburyport’s history is well documented, its agrarian past and associations with the Great Marsh are often overlooked. Utilized as a hands-on element of the school’s curriculum, the renovated courtyard will help make amends by introducing the city’s future stewards to a broader, more holistic understanding the community’s unique sense of place.                                     

Working with parents, teachers, school administrators, and the community at-large, the Rupert A. Nock Middle School Courtyard Committee is conducting a successful fundraising campaign. In recognition of the project’s worth and excellence, the ENHC awarded a 2006 Partnership Grant to the project and can testify to the committee’s leadership abilities and fiduciary acumen. 

In closing, I invite you to join the ENHC and others in supporting this unique and important educational project. Your full consideration of the proposal submitted by the Courtyard Committee is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely,

Bill Steelman 

Co-Director of Heritage Development
